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1. 



Claims 1-12 are presented for examination. 



2. 



Claims 1-12 are rejected. 



Information Disclosure Statement 



3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted 07/25/2001 is in compliance with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. v 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claims 1 . 2, 4, 6, 7, 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by 
Gonzalez et al, US Patent #6,260.041 (Gonzalez hereinafter). 



6. As per claim 1, Gonzalez teaches an invention for monitoring and retrieving Internet 
related content to users of the system. Gonzalez's invention comprises of: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



a) selecting desired sites to be searched by one or more users (Col 2, lines 48-56; 
60-64. Server may generate a list of sites from given search terms or be provided with a list of 
web sites by the user.); 
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c) monitoring the desired sites to identify changes in content over time (Col 4, lines 
36-40. Server monitors to see if any changes were made in the information.); 

e) reporting the changes in content to said one or more users when desired criteria 
are met (Col 4, lines 44-57. Server sends notification to clients if information is found to be new 
or revised.). 

7. As per claim 7, Gonzalez teaches an invention for monitoring and retrieving Internet 
related content to users of the system. Gonzalez's invention comprises of: 

a) selecting desired sites to be searched by one or more users (Col 2, lines 48-56; 
60-64. Server may generate a list of sites from given search terms or be provided with a list of 
web sites by the user.); 

b) accessing one or more of the desired sites in response to a user-initiated query 
(Col 2, lines 46-47; 60-64. Server monitors user desired sites.); 

c) monitoring the desired sites to identify changes in content over time (Col 4, lines 
36-40. Server monitors to see if any changes were made in the information.); 

d) evaluating the changes in content to one or more of the desired sites (Col 4, lines 
50-55. Server determines whether any changes in the information were made and generates a 
message concerning the changes.) ; and 

e) reporting the changes in content to said one or more users when desired criteria 
are met (Col 4, lines 44-57. Server sends notification to clients if information is found to be new 
or revised.). 
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8. As per claim 9, Gonzalez teaches an invention for monitoring and retrieving Internet 
related content to users of the system. Gonzalez's invention comprises of: 

a) a retrieval tool for submitting queries (Col 2, lines 24-29; 51-53. Server with 
search engine is used for submitting search requests.) 

b) a database containing a plurality of Internet web sites (Col 2. lines 60-64; Col 3, 
lines 58-65. Server contains plurality of web sites.); and 

c) a notifier tool for monitoring changes in the content of one or more of said 
plurality of web sites (Col 4, lines 35-40. Server can determine changes in the plurality of web 
sites.). 

9. As per claim 2, Gonzales teaches the method of claim 1 . wherein said desired sites 
relate to a common subject (Col 2, lines 46-53. Searches commonly trade stock.). 

10. As per claim 4, Gonzalez teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
displaying an abstract of the desired sites accessed by said one or more user (Col 4, lines 50- 
55. Server provides information found concerning desired search terms, new information, or 
revisions.). 

11. As per claim 6, Gonzales teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the text of the desired 
sites is stored in a database (Col 2, lines 60-64; Col 3, lines 61-64. Desired site is stored in the 
server.). 
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12. As per claim 10, Gonzalez teaches the apparatus of claim 9, wherein said database 
comprises current and historical web sites (Col 2, lines 60-64; Col 3, lines 61-65; Col 4, lines 34- 
39. Server database comprises of previous and currently returned web sites.)- 

13. As per claim 11, Gonzalez teaches the apparatus of claim 9, further comprising a display 
tool for displaying one or more of said plurality of Internet web sites (Col 2, lines 28-30; Col 4, 
lines 50-61 ; Col 5, lines 44-46. Server displays information regarding the web sites such as 
text, audio/video file, for the user. User can display information through a graphical user 
interface.). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

15. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gonzalez, US 
Patent #6,260,041 and in view of "Official Notice". 

16. As per claim 3, Gonzalez teaches of desired sites relating to commonly traded stock of 
Oracle corporation (Col 2, lines 47-52). 

17. Gonzalez does not specifically teach the method of claim 1, wherein said desired sites 
relate to the energy and utilities industry. However, "Office Notice" is taken that having sites 
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related to the energy and utilities industry is well known and accepted in the art. It would have 
been obvious to use any sites as the desired sites to increase the usefulness of the invention. 

18. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gonzalez, US 
Patent #6.260,041 , and in view of Nielsen, US Patent #6,055,570. 

19. As per claim 5, Gonzalez teaches of tracking web sites that might be desirable by users 
(Col 4, lines 21-29). 

20. Gonzalez does not teach the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of tracking 
the desired sites accessed by said one or more users. 

21 . Nielsen teaches an invention for monitoring changes in web sites, where the monitoring 
service tracks web sites accessed by a user and informs the user of any changes to the web 
sites since the user's last visit (Col 7, lines 51-56). 

22. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Gonzalez and Nielsen because both inventions deal with the 
monitoring of web sites and notifying the user of any changes. Gonzalez teaches an invention 
to provide a fast internet searching technology by monitoring the user's web sites for changes, 
so it would have also desirable to track when the user last accessed the web sites in order to 
determine if changes occurred since the user's last visit. The teachings of Nielson to track 
user's access to web sites would improve the capability of Gonzalez's invention by providing a 
more accurate information of the web sites changes and providing a degree of change since the 
user's last visit as taught by Nielson. 
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23. Claims 8 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gonzalez, US Patent #6,260,041, and in view of Ng, US Patent #6,405,175. 

24. As per claim 8, Gonzalez does not teach the method of claim 7, further comprising the 
step of organizing the desired sites accessed by said one or more users in a manner selected 
by said one or more users. 

25. Ng teaches an invention for creating a database of searchable websites, where the user 
has the option to organize the desired sites by categorizing the sites, by inserting parameter 
names, and by storing information in different databases (Col 6, lines 20-28; Col 6, lines 36-42; 
Col 14, lines 4-19). 

26. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Gonzalez and Ng because both inventions deal with 
providing an improve searching method by checking web sites for new or revised web sites and 
creating a database of searchable web sites. Gonzalez's invention is to provide a fast internet 
searching technology, so it would have been desirable for Gonzalez's invention to implement 
the teachings of Ng for the user to be able to organize the web sites. The teachings of Ng 
would improve Gonzalez's invention by allowing the user to more quickly and efficiently search 
information. 



27. As per claim 12, Gonzalez does not teach the apparatus of claim 9, further comprising 
information sharing tools for posting and exchanging information. 
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28. Ng teaches an invention for creating a database of searchable websites, where users of 
the invention can post and exchange information about different web sites such as music, 
movies, and software (Col 14, lines 33-38). 

29. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Gonzalez and Ng because both inventions deal with 
providing an improve searching method by checking web sites for new or revised web sites and 
creating a database of searchable web sites. Gonzalez's invention is to provide a fast internet 
searching technology, thus it would be also desirable to post and exchange searchable 
information. This would improve Gonzalez's invention because multiple users posting 
information would provide a great collection of searchable information, and it would also allow 
for users to provide opinions on information that is relevant. 



Conclusion 



30. The following prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Freivald et al, US Patent #6,012,087, teaches an invention for detection of changes in a 
web pages by collecting the signatures of the web pages and notifying users of changes 
in the web pages. 



Lenk et al, US Patent #6,366,923, teaches an invention for searching preselected web 
sites and gathering information from the Internet. 

Chen et al, US Patent #6,625,624, teaches an invention for creating a database of 
searchable web pages. 



Rajan et al, US Patent #6,633,910, teaches alerting subscribers of changes in data 
maintained at Internet sits. 
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31 . A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 

32. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Joshua Joo whose telephone number is 571 272-3966 and fax number is 
571 273-3966. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 8 to 5:30. 

33. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on 571 272-3964. 

34. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



March 08, 2005 
JJ 



